


THANK YOU SPONSORS
for generously supporting the Innovators Roundtable



What is the GC3?
• A cross-sectoral, full value chain business 

membership organization

• A convener of collaborations to advance green 
chemistry innovation & practice

• An advocate for government policy & funding 
that advances green chemistry R&D and 
innovation

Mission: To make green chemistry standard practice – Mainstream - in 
industry, for innovation, public health, and environmental protection

Started in 2005



Ove100 Members, Including:



Question:  

How do we leverage the economic/market 
strength and diversity of GC3 Membership to 

accelerate green chemistry leadership?







But things change….



Concerns for Science



What is our role…?



Business has a critical role and 
responsibility…



How do we reframe our message and strategies 
to adjust to a new political landscape?



Finding Common Ground

• Jobs, innovation, manufacturing
• Chemistry, process and product innovation that is:
– Less resource intensive
– Less carbon intensive
– Compatible with the circular economy
– Less toxic
– Helps achieve sustainability goals



Reason for Hope…



And organizations these 
companies are working with



A mosaic of organizations support the 
Chemical Footprint Project

16

Signatories Responders
• Investors
• Retailers
• Purchasers

• Suppliers
• Manufacturers
• Brands

Boston Common Asset Mgmt
Calvert Investments
CVS
Dignity Health 
Kaiser Permanente
Staples
Trillium Asset Management

Becton Dickinson & Co.
Johnson & Johnson
GOJO Industries
Levi Strauss & Co.
Radio Flyer
Sealed Air
Seagate Technology, PLC

$300 billion in 
purchasing power

2.3 trillion in assets 
under management

Leading brands in 
eight sectors

www.chemicalfootprint.org



GC3 Efforts Building Momentum

• Federal Policy
• Retailer Leadership Council
• Green & Biobased Chemistry Start-Up Network
• Preservatives Collaborative Innovation 

Challenge
• C-Suite Dialogue
• Messaging



Engaging Federal Policy

• Federal Funding Landscape
• Outreach, partner engagement, and 

understanding the changing federal and 
state policy landscape

• Developing societal metrics



Retail Leadership Council – an 
Uncommon Collaboration

Established in 2013 to promote 
safer chemicals, materials and 
products across retail supply 
chains
Focus:
• Alternatives to chemical 

functions of concern
• Supply chain transparency
• Customer/Buyer/Supplier 

education



Target Audience:  Small companies, startups, universities, and individuals 
with promising ideas or technologies

Judging: Formulators + other stakeholders, performance testing and safety 
screening

Awards:  Monetary + opportunities to partner with formulators and suppliers 
for evaluation, joint development, commercialization & scale

In Partnership with:

GC3 Collaborative, Open Innovation Competition:
Preservatives for Personal Care & Home Care Products



GC3 Open Innovation Competition:
Preservatives for Personal Care & Home Care Products

CPG	Companies

Babyganics

Beautycounter

Beiersdorf

Colgate-Palmolive

J&J

Method

P&G

RB	(Reckitt	Benckiser)

SC	Johnson

Unilever/Seventh	
Generation

Retailers

Target

Walmart

Preservative	Suppliers

Dow

Lonza

Schuelke

Thor
Other	Organizations

Environmental	Defense	
Fund	(EDF)

State	of	Minnesota

Sponsors	&
Participants:



Creating an innovation ecosystem 
for green and bio-based chemistry technologies

GC3 Green & Bio-based Chemistry Startup Network

Mission:  Accelerate the development and 
market adoption of green chemistry 
technologies by supporting the growth of 
green and bio-based startup companies

Goals

• Support green and bio-based chemistry 
start-up companies

• Introduce our “large” GC3 member 
companies to new chemical technologies, 
partnership and investment opportunities



Members of GC3 Startup Network



Where the GC3 has opportunities to 
effect change given the new realities

• Connecting companies and value chains for 
partnerships to accelerate innovation and market 
adoption

• Create and replicate market-based models for 
collaborative innovation

• Leverage GC3 membership to engage the highest 
levels of business and government in advocating 
for green chemistry

• Grow the network globally



GC3 as an innovator, convener 
and connector



Three Pathways to Green Chemistry

Policy 
Transformation

• Incentives- based
• Funding/Education
• Regulatory

Science 
Transformation

• Green Chemistry
• Alternatives 

Assessment
• 21st Century Tox

Market 
Transformation

• Demand-Side
• Supply-Side



Market Transformation

Federal Leadership 
& Policy

Federal Funding

Metrics 

Retail Leadership Council

Preservative 
Project

Startup 
Network Policy 

Transformation

Organizational

Roundtable

Communications

Education/Outreach

Current GC3 projects accelerating 
green chemistry

C-Suite 
Dialogue



• Agenda
• Receptions
• Logistics
• GC3 Team/Advisory Committee
• Evaluations
• Reporting on the Roundtable with 

Chemical Watch

Logistics





• Respectful, honest dialogue and listening

• Please keep electronic device use to a minimum (or outside)

• Chatham House Rule:  Participants are free to use the information 
received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the 
speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be revealed

Ground Rules



• Catalyze new green chemistry partnerships
• Discuss the impact of the 2016 elections on green 

chemistry policy and investment
• Learn about new innovations in green chemistry
• Amplify the impact of GC3 Projects
• Expand the network of companies and people 

working to advance green chemistry

Roundtable Desired Outcomes



• Joel Tickner, Director
• Monica Becker, Co-Director
• Sally Edwards, Project Lead
• Amy Perlmutter, Project Lead
• Saskia van Bergen, Project Lead
• Laura Hoch, Technical Fellow
• Jennifer Landry, Business Manager

GC3 Team



• Tammy Ayers, Steelcase
• Bob Buck, The Chemours Company
• Tess Fennelly, GFBiochemicals
• John Frazier, Hohenstein Institute 
• James Ewell, GreenBlue Institute
• Al Iannuzzi, Johnson & Johnson 
• Al Innes, Minnesota Department of Pollution Control
• Bob Israel, Valspar
• Rich Liroff, Investor Environmental Heath Network 
• Roger McFadden, McFadden and Associates, LLC
• Babette Petersen, Capricorn
• Ken Zarker, Washington State Department of Ecology

GC3 Advisory Committee



Green Chemistry & Commerce Council (GC3) =  @The_GC3

Steelcase = @Steelcase

GC3 Roundtable = #GC3RT

Join the Conversation
on Twitter



Tell us what you think!

Grab a post-it note and share your thoughts on 
the question of the day.

Today’s questions are:
• What was your favorite moment or quote 

from the GC3 Roundtable today?
• What makes the GC3 unique?



THANK YOU SPONSORS
for generously supporting the Innovators Roundtable



13th Annual Innovators Roundtable

May 7-10, 2018
Hosted by

Eastman Chemical Company
Kingsport, TN



Thank you!

Joel Tickner, ScD
Joel _ Tickner@uml.edu



US Senator Chris Coons


